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Based on Raul’s interview in the Spanish in Texas Corpus,' you’ll learn how to use regular
verbs in the preterit to refer to completed actions in the past. After warming up with the video,
you’ll practice the forms (conjugations) and the functions (uses) of the preterit in Spanish. Then,
you’ll apply what you learned to expand your communication skills.

A. Calentamiento

1. The topics of this part of the interview are “Amor y relaciones; Matrimonio.” Brainstorm
5-10 verbs that Raul might use when speaking about these topics. For example, I might
guess “enamorarse” [fo fall in love].

I
W

- namorarse

2. Share your verbs with the class. Raise your hand if a classmate says a verb that you also
wrote down, and we’ll determine our expectations as a class.

! Selections from_Spanish in Texas video
Speaker: Rail  El Paso Born in Mexico 25-44 years old Topics: “Amor y relaciones; Matrimonio.”



https://www.coerll.utexas.edu/spintx/video/575
https://www.coerll.utexas.edu/spintx/video/575
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3. Watch the following clips from the video. As you watch, circle the words you hear from
the word banks. Not all of the words in the word banks will be in the video.

Clip 1: [Time jusification 00:00-0:35] ; Cémo conociste a tu esposa? [How did you meet your

wife?]
salimos boda flores
novios pareja amor

Clip 2: [00:35-01:20]; Cémo supiste que era la persona correcta? [How did know she was the one

for you?]
el presente amor el futuro
relacion pareja el pasado

Clip 3: [01:20-01:50];Cémo le propusiste matrimonio? [How did you propose?]

conversamos gracias a Dios patio

platicar iglesia
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m 4. Check your answers with the transcript (E = entrevistadora; R = Ratil).

E:

(Cbémo conociste a tu esposa?

Hijo, ni me acuerdes porque me regreso [if takes me back]. [ Risas ] No, pues la conoci en la
boda de, de mi hermano, nos pusieron de pareja como acompaiantes y este... y de ahi nos
hicimos novios, duramos tres afios de novios, nos casamos y hasta la fecha seguimos todavia
como si fuera la primera vez que nos conocimos, nos chiveamos [embarrass each other]
todavia. [ Risas |

(Cbémo supiste que era la persona correcta?

Pues fijate que... pues como te digo yo nunca he pensado en el futuro, si es o no va a ser, yo
siempre he vivido el presente y sigo viviendo el presente. A mi me gusta vivir lo que viene, no
estar esperando que voy a hacer esto o hacer aquello. Se dio la relacidén y me senti a gusto con
ella, nos, nos hemos llevado bien hasta ahorita y... y no creo que, pues creo que... pues creo que
es la persona que ya me tocaba, ;por qué no? Bien, no hubo mas. [ Risas ]

(Cbémo le propusiste matrimonio?

Y, eso si no me acuerdo, yo digo que ella me propuso a mi, pero dice que no. Pero creo que
estdbamos una vez en el patio en la casa que ellos vivian y ahi empezamos a platicar ;y qué si
nos casamos? Y ah pues Orale, pues luego luego. Y ahi empezamos a hacer planes que no
teniamos ni con que casarnos, pero se fue dando como te digo, sin buscar, sin esperar ni planear
nada todo se fue dando, y gracias a Dios nos casamos por iglesia y civil y todo.

5. Form groups of 3 to read out loud Raul’s answers to the questions “;Cémo conociste a tu
esposa?,” “;Coémo supiste que era la persona correcta?,” and “;Cémo le propusiste
matrimonio?”
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B. Formas del pretérito

In the phrases below, Rail uses regular verbs in the preterit to talk about the past.

(Cbémo conociste a tu esposa? la conoci en la boda de mi hermano
la primera vez que nos conocimos lloré
duramos tres afios de novios Nnos casamos

naci empezamos a hacer planes

6. Since these verbs are regular in the preterit, they follow a predictable pattern. To
conjugate regular -AR verbs like “durar” (o last), identify the stem and add the endings
that you can see in the table below. Apply the same endings to complete the conjugations
for llorar (to cry) and casarse (o get married). Reflexive verbs like casarse require the
reflexive pronoun, just like in the present tense.

durar llorar casarse
to last to cry to get married
yo duré lloré me casé
ta duraste
usted / duro
él/ella
nosotros/as duramos
ustedes / duraron
ellos / ellas

Regular -ER verbs like nacer (to be born) and -IR verbs like vivir (to live) follow the pattern

you can see in the table below. Apply the pattern to complete the conjugations.

nacer conocer vivir
to be born to know / meet to live

yo naci

ta naciste

usted / nacio

él/ella

nosotros/as nacimos

ustedes / nacieron

ellos / ellas
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C. Funciones del pretérito

Verbs in the preterit express completed actions in the past. When Raul meets his wife for the
first time, you can imagine a point or a section of a timeline, or an event with a specified
beginning and end.

7. Decide on a logical order for the following moments and place them in the timeline.

la conoci

nos hicimos novios  [we became a couple]
nos casamos

duramos tres afios de novios

ella me propuso ami [she proposed to me]

empezamos a hacer planes

.
o
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D. Practica

8. Use your timeline to write a narrative of Raul’s interview. You’ll need to change the
- conjugations of the verbs to the third-person singular or plural. For example, if Raul says
“la conoci” in his interview, then you’ll write “Ratl conoci6 a su esposa” in your
narrative. Use the transition words provided to create a cohesive story. When you are
finished, volunteer to write a part of the narrative on the blackboard.

Primero, Rdul conocid a su esposa.

Después,

Luego,

Entonces,

Yy

Finalmente,

Use a variety of interrogative words, and add vocabulary from your answers in the
“Calentamiento” activity. For example, you could ask about the “primera cita” [first
date], the “luna de miel” [honeymoon], or the “regalos de boda” [wedding presents].

9. Watch the video all together and write three follow-up questions for Ratl in the preterit.

ejemplo: ;Doénde pasaron la luna de miel?

1. ; ?
2. ?
3. ?




“La primera vez que nos conocimos”

G 10. Share your questions with your group, and choose one of your groupmate’s questions.
Put yourself in Raul’s shoes to imagine an answer, using the same verb from the

question.
ejemplo:
Q: (Do6nde pasaron la luna de miel?
A: La pasamos en Veracruz.



